ELDER OPTIONS

DID YOU
KNOW?

19% of elderly
men live alone,
but 40% of
elderly women
live alone.

. At the last
census, Older
Floridian’s per
capita income
was 25% higher
than those age
18-49.

s  Between 2001
and 2029, baby
boomers will
reach retire-
ment age ohce
every eight
seconds.
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Elder Options Launches E-Newsletier

Welcome to the inaugural issue
of the Aging Resource Cenler
News. In an effort to keep other
professionals in the aging net-
work and seniors themselves
informed of the latest news and
information in the Aging Re-
source Center, we will be pro-
ducing a quarterly newsletter
sent via e-mail to all those who
would like to receive it.

In this issue, we will focus on
some of the important stories
and events currently impacting
our agency and the aging net-
work of Mid-Florida. As we
expand and refine our outreach,
we hope to establish some per-
manent articles such as the Medi-
caid Q&A section, where readers
can submit a Medicaid question
that can be answered in the fol-

Grant Money (reates Senior Centers

Two recent rounds of grants and
land donations are helping to
establish senior centers that will
be excellent resources to elders
in our area.

In March 2008, Citrus County
was awarded $240,338 for the
construction of an outdoor patio
space, which will be utilized for
senior meals and an exercise
room. Suwannee River Economic
Council was awarded $245,847
per center for the construction
of 3 new senior facilities in Dixie,
Gilchrist, and Union counties on
land donated by the local govern-
ment. Groundbreaking for these
three centers has occurred in the
last several weeks.

and forests, the Aging Resource
Center News will be an online
venture only. If you feel that
another person or agency would
benefit from this type of informa-
tion, please feel free to forward
this on so that they may enroll in
the mailing list.

If you would like to be added to
the mailing list, or have com-
ments or suggestions for future
content, please contact the Elder
Options Medicaid Qutreach

will detail the senior-related Coordinator, Jeff Whitley, at
whitleyj@agingresources.org.

lowing issue by a Medicaid ex-
pert; and an event calendar that

events in our area that may be of
interest to you. Additionally, in
future issues we hope to spot-
light each of our lead agencies in
the community and give readers
a glimpse into each of their
unique operations.

In a world of shrinking budgets

In November 2008, 4 additional cater functions; and Bradford
projects were awarded funding, County was awarded $500,000
including a $2,000,000 grant to for the construction of a new
the City of Gainesville and Elder-  senior center in Starke.

Care of Alachua County for the

Finally, the Florida Institute of
construction of a new senior

Workforce Innovation received
$343,245 to create a senior cen-
ter in Melrose. They are cur-
rently working with a local archi-
tect who specializes in Florida-
style architecture, and hope to

recreation center to be located
on city-owned property hear
Northside Park. ElderCare will
utilize the new facility as the base
of senior services in Alachua

County host activities that will draw
Also in November, Citrus elders from the surrounding
County received additional fund- communities.

ing towards a café in their Com-
munity Resource Center in Le-

canto, which will serve as a meal
site to seniors and be available to

Each of these facilities will be
wonderful resources to the area
community of senior citizens.












